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Abstracts:
17 September
14:15-15:30
Roundtable: The Textbook Latin for the New Millennium in the classroom: First impressions

Johan Steenkamp (NWU) johan.steenkamp@nwu.ac.za

Lynton Boshoff (NWU) lynton.boshoff@nwu.ac.za

Koos Kritzinger (UP) koos.kritzinger@up.ac.za

Abstract

When Oxford University Press informed us in 2024 that they will not publish the Oxford Latin
Course any longer, we were forced to find, on short notice, a new textbook for a more or less 100
person Latin beginners’ class. We finally decided on Latin for the New Millennium. We started
using the textbook this year and this panel is about our (still incomplete) experience. In this
roundtable discussion we present our initial experiences using this textbook in 2025. The course
comes in two volumes: I.1 and 1.2 and teachet’s manuals for each. The course also offers a third
volume (L.3) with curated texts. We have covered almost all of the first volume in the first semester

and is now busy with the second.
Outline of the discussion:
General introduction (Methodology, quality, price, availability, etc.)

Volume 1: Dr Johan Steenkamp (Walking through a chapter, typical beginners’ issues, unique

aspects of the textbook, volume 1.)
Volume 2: Dr. L. Boshoff (TBA)
General discussion

Bibliography:

Minkova, Milena & Tunberg, Terence 2010. Latin for the New Millennium: Student Text, Level 1.
Wauconda, IL.: Bolchazy-Carducci Publishers. xxxiv and 444 pages. ISBN 9780865165601.
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17 September
16:00-17:00

Academic Panel: Playing Catch-up: interventions

John Meyer (UFS) meverjc@ufs.ac.za

Evert Pistorius (UFS) pistoriuse(@ufs.ac.za

Anisja Smit (UFS) smita2(@ufs.ac.za

Abstract

The increasingly evident challenges in academic — and even general — literacy among first-year
students at tertiary institutions pose significant barriers to effective teaching and learning. This
panel will explore the remedial strategies currently being implemented to support students'
academic development within the disciplines of Classical Studies and Classical Languages at the

University of the Free State.

The first panellist will share insights into a newly established reading group for Classics students.
This initiative not only aims to improve general reading comprehension and vocabulary but also
addresses a growing concern around students' diminishing attention spans and inability to engage

deeply with the study material.

The second panellist will reflect on the need to teach fundamental English grammar as a
prerequisite to introducing students to Classical Greek and Latin. This unexpected — yet necessary
— shift highlights the extent of the literacy gap and the additional burden placed on language

educators.

The third panellist will discuss the introduction of academic writing-focused tutorials, which are
specifically designed for first-year students in Classical Studies. These tutorials aim to equip
students with the tools to write both clearly and analytically. One key aspect of this intervention
involves the creative adaptation of the Longman Academic Writing Series textbook. This textbook

is tailored to guide students in producing structured and discipline-appropriate work.


mailto:meyerjc@ufs.ac.za
mailto:pistoriuse@ufs.ac.za
mailto:smita2@ufs.ac.za

18 September
14:15-14:45
Academic Panel: Using Contemporary Music as a Gateway Academic Panel: to Greek Mythology

Bronwen MacDonald (University of Nagasaki and SU) bronwenmac(@protonmail.com

Abstract

This presentation will report back a pedagogical technique developed for first-year Japanese
university students with intermediate English proficiency (CEFR B1/roughly years 7 and 8 in the
South African school system). Using J. Maya's song Achilles Heel (2021) as a curriculum
framework, this approach creates an accessible entry point to classical mythology by leveraging

students' interest in contemporary culture.

I will demonstrate how analysing mythological references in popular music allows ESL learners to
develop both language skills and cultural literacy simultaneously. By following a progressive
sequence through the mythological references mentioned in the lyrics, students build vocabulary,
comprehension skills, and storytelling abilities culminating in their final assessment which involves
them retelling a myth from any culture in their own words. This allows them a framework to

engage with classical content that might otherwise seem inaccessible.

Practical examples from the course will illustrate how this technique bridges linguistic and cultural
gaps. The presentation will conclude with strategies for adapting this approach to different
educational contexts, including suggestions for implementing it in South African multilingual
classrooms. While the course does not claim the academic rigor of traditional university classics
instruction, it can be easily built upon to make it more suitable for the South African university
context by incorporating primary and secondary source materials and further assessments that

encourage independent research.
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18 September
14:45-15:15

Academic Panel: Interdisciplinary value: The challenge and potential of service modules at

Stellenbosch University

Shani Lange (SU) 19983794(@sun.ac.za

At an event like this Vakindaba, educators are granted the opportunity to once again critically
evaluate the place of Classics at South African Universities and other higher education spaces. In
my capacity as lecturer at Stellenbosch University, 1 have, in the past couple of years, been
reminded once more of the unique challenges of what is often referred to as “service modules”.
This paper sets out to report on Stellenbosch’ Department of Ancient Studies’ journey in creating
such a module for BSc students based on similar models at UP and UFS. It draws on comparison
with other service modules like Classical Legal Culture at Stellenbosch and compares the benefits
as well as the hindrances of interdisciplinary classical education. By analysing these elements of
academic offerings, I have found that these modules offer decolonial applications of ancient
languages like Latin and can be vital to the future of the language at tertiary education level. Yet,
it remains to be seen whether usual challenges such as capacity, bureaucratic procedure as well as

finances impact the development of other such modules of potential growth for the language.
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18 September
15:30-16:00
Academic Panel: Assessing (in the Age of) GenAl

Susan Haskins (UP) susan.haskins@up.ac.za

Abstract

In recent years, I, like many lecturers, have had to contend with students using Generative Al
(GenAl) in their assignments—or worse, relying on it to complete the work entirely. Such use is
often simplistic and uncritical, resulting in a bypass of genuine thinking and learning. With the start
of the new academic year and the rapid developments in GenAl, I found myself facing two key
challenges as I designed an assignment for my first-year Ancient Culture students: first, how to
discourage students from outsourcing their work to GenAl, and second, how to help them become

more critical and reflective users of this technology.

This paper offers an anecdotal account of my attempt to address these challenges. I will give a
brief outline of my informal research and personal experiences with GenAl, discuss the design and
scaffolding of the assignment, and the students’ responses to it, before evaluating whether the

assignment achieved the goals I set for it.

(This abstract was edited with the assistance of ChatGPT4 to improve grammar, syntax, and clarity

while preserving its original tone and intent.)
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19 September

14:15-15:30

Roundtable: Post-Graduate Students in Classics in South Africa



19 September
16:00-17:15
Roundtable: Open discussion

Annemarie de Villiers (SU) amdev(@sun.ac.za
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